Progressive HHV-8-positive classic Kaposi's sarcoma: rapid response to interferon alpha-2a but persistence of HHV-8 DNA sequences in lesional skin.
The pathogenesis of Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) is often attributed to an infectious agent. In particular, the human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) was currently shown to be closely related to all known KS types, including HIV-associated KS, European classic KS, African endemic KS and iatrogenic KS. We report here on an HIV-negative, German patient of neither Jewish nor Mediterranean descent with disseminated classic KS showing unusual rapid progression into the tumour stage. After systemic administration of interferon alpha-2a over 4 weeks all tumour lesions cleared completely. Interestingly, HHV-8 DNA sequences detected by nested polymerase chain reaction in KS lesions before the onset of treatment were still present in lesional skin after complete remission of the tumour. No recurrence was seen after a follow-up period of 6 months.